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I could fill a volume as large as the history of the Wise
Men of Gotham with a catalogue only of some wonderful
laws and customs we have observed within thirty years past.1
Tis true indeed, our beneficial traffic of wool with France,
hath been our only support for several years past3 furnishing
us all the little money we have to pay our rents and go to
market. But our merchants assure me, "This trade hath
received a great damp by the present fluctuating condition
of the coin in France; and that most of their wine is paid
for in specie, without carrying thither any commodity from
hence."

However, since we are so universally bent upon enlarging
our flocks, it may be worth enquiring what we shall do with
our wool, in case Barnstaple2 should be overstocked, and our
French commerce should fail ?

I could wish the Parliament had thought fit to have sus-
pended their regulation of church matters, and enlargements
of the prerogative till a more convenient time, because they
did not appear very pressing (at least to the persons prin-

growing Irish woollen manufactures would injure. The English manu-
facturers petitioned for their total destruction, and the House of Lords,
in response to the petition, represented to the King that ** the growing
manufacture of cloth in Ireland, both by the cheapness of all sorts of
necessaries of life, and goodness of materials for making all manner of
cloth, doth invite your subjects of England,.with their families and
servants, to leave their habitations to settle there, to the increase of the
woollen manufacture in Ireland, which makes your loyal subjects m
this kingdom very apprehensive that the further growth of it may greatly
prejudice the said manufacture here " The Commons went further, and
suggested the advisability of discouraging the industry by hindering the
exportation of wool from Ireland to other countries and limiting it to
England alone. The Act of 10 and 11 Will. III. c. 10, made the sug-
gestion law and even prohibited entirely the exportation of Irish wool
anywhere. Thus, as Swift puts it, "the politic gentlemen of Ireland
have depopulated vast tracts of the best land, for the feeding of sheep."
See notes to later tracts in this volume on ** Observations on the Woollen
Manufactures" and "Letter on the Weavers." [T. S.]

1 That Swift did not exaggerate may be gathered from the statute
books, and, more immediately, from Hely Hutchmson's "Commercial
Restraints of Ireland" (1779), Arthur Dobbs's "Trade and Improve-
ment of Ireland," Lecky's "History of Ireland," vols. i. and ii., and
Monck Mason's notes in his " History of St. Patrick's Cathedral,"
p. yzQetseq. [T. S.]

3 Barnstaple was, at that time, the chief market in England for Irish
wool. [T. S.]